
Do you recognize this child?        
At his 3rd birthday party, Julien either ignored his guests, or 
using his 12 word vocabulary, told them what to do. He ran 
around nonstop, touched everything and everybody, but 
made only fleeting eye contact with anyone. Earlier that 
year, during a state-mandated IQ test, he largely ignored 
the tester and was determined to have an IQ of 84.  

He didn’t score well on a kindergarten screening test for 
gifted programming because he couldn’t stay in his seat 
during the test. He was removed from two general 

education kindergarten classrooms for calling out answers and asking off-topic questions, not sitting 
during circle time, and other “disruptive” and “noncompliant” behaviors. 

Teachers complained that Julien didn’t pay attention during group lessons (though he remembered 
everything that was said), that he refused to do worksheets, and that he would have a tantrum 
when asked to write. Julien complained that school was too hard and too easy. Because teachers 
focused on controlling his classroom behavior, his writing challenges 
and talents were neglected. 

Julien, now 10 years old, is recognized as both “gifted” – with a full-
scale IQ of 136 – and “learning disabled,” with diagnoses of AD/HD, 
generalized anxiety disorder, and a disorder of written expression. He 
writes like a 2nd grader, but works on 9th-grade math, with college-
level concepts thrown in “for fun.”  

With his jigsaw collection of talents and relative deficits, Julien is a “typical” twice-exceptional 
child. 

Tying Together the Differences 

What binds these children together are their exceptional general intelligence, their unevenly 
developed skills, their highly varied challenges, and the anxiety their differences cause socially and 
academically in typical classrooms and homes. The challenges parents of 2e children face in finding 
appropriate, nurturing, and enriching environments are more than daunting.  

 

 

 

 

Turn this page over to learn about Sydney. 

Learn more about Twice Exceptionality, “2e” resources and classes at:  

Gifted & Talented - 2e Parents 
http://thompson.k12.co.us/Page/9515 

 



Do you recognize this child?    
Sydney: Why Don’t I Fit In? 

Sydney was kicked out of her first playgroup at 2 yrs. 
old. Parents complained Sydney was too physical with 
their children (e.g., grabbing and hugging too hard). Very 
verbal, Sydney seemed to be trying to get her playmates’ 
attention in a way she thought they’d understand. 

Her kindergarten teacher tried engaging Sydney by 
giving her extra homework; but Sydney had trouble with everything from standing in line to the 
curriculum itself, which was several grades below her abilities. She got into trouble in class so that 
she’d be “punished” by having to sit outside the principal’s office all day reading. On the playground, 
she was reprimanded for telling the other kids she was a monster. Later, Sydney would later tell her 
mother, “I wasn’t pretending. I am not a monster. I’m a freak.” 

Sydney’s high creativity, precocious general knowledge, 
college-level reading skills, coupled with her (relative) 
weaknesses of visual/spatial reasoning, math skills, plus 
low frustration tolerance, make it hard to assess her 
abilities with formal testing. She frequently refuses to 
answer questions or complete tasks that are too 
repetitive, too simple, or too difficult. Also, despite the 
early advantage of being identified at the age of three 
both as gifted and as having AD/HD (inattentive type), at 
the age of eight, she has four years’ of negative school 

experiences under her belt.  

With her jigsaw collection of talents and relative deficits, Sydney is a “typical” twice-exceptional 
child. 

Tying Together the Differences 

What binds these children together are their exceptional general intelligence, their unevenly 
developed skills, their highly varied challenges, and the anxiety their differences cause socially and 
academically in typical classrooms and homes. The challenges parents of 2e children face in finding 
appropriate, nurturing, and enriching environments are more than daunting.  

 

 

 

Turn this page over to learn about Julien. 

Learn more about Twice Exceptionality, “2e” resources and classes at:  

Gifted & Talented - 2e Parents 
http://thompson.k12.co.us/Page/9515 

 


